
September 27, 2016--Emerging World Literature—Parker Memorial Library, Dracut 

News: NELA – Christine will be speaking on a panel; one of the topics will be Library Reads. 

The next round table will focus on New Adult Fiction. The benchmark author, Colleen Hoover, is prolific 

in this genre. Leane views NA as being on the crossroads between YA and relationship books, with a 

tight focus on character. 

Overall thoughts on and appeal factors of Emerging World Lit: 

Emerging world lit stories play with fiction conventions in order to express their particular world views. 

Appeal factors include: Characters and relationships; the examination of layers of inequality; the 

historical and contemporary place/setting. 

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao - Junot Diaz 

Place is very important (not, perhaps, New Jersey so much as the Dominican Republic). A central theme 

of the novel is that the characters go back. The novel synthesizes the landscape of their home from their 

point of view and in comparison with our (American) point of view. The setting and history drive the 

book; political limits and freedoms are defining points. The culture is one of alpha males, whose 

conquests define their masculinity; it is both a cultural and political phenomenon. 

In terms of narrative, some found that it took time to pin down the narrator, while others thought the 

change in narrative voice was distinct and easy to follow. 

In terms of structure, the footnotes were generally well-liked for their humorous quality, for the way 

they hinted at other stories playing out outside the frame of the novel, and for being a modern twist 

(one Diaz committed to doing well).    

Diaz used his personal experience as a basis for the story. Religion was present (“the curse”) in a theme 

of sacrifice that mirrored the story of Christ. 

Americanah – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

The novel provides insight into the Nigerian black experience as well as--and opposed to--the American 

black experience; this is also a source of tension throughout the story. The book was consciousness 

raising and changed or altered the reader’s perception of Nigeria. It is primarily about relationships: with 

a man, a country, family. It is about a woman torn between two worlds, and an attempt to define 

oneself by the presence or absence of love. 

As in Diaz’s book, religion was present, here shaped by predominantly by women and especially through 

the main character’s mother. The concept of prayer providing prosperity points to the influence of 

Western religion. 

Both class (a prominent issue in Nigeria) and setting (which is thrown into relief when she returns to 

Nigeria) are important. 



Elective Titles: 

Eileen – Make Your Home Among Strangers by Jennine Capό Crucet 

A young girl dreams extend beyond Cuban Miami. She enrolls in a prestigious liberal arts school in the 

Northeast, which puts her at odds with her family. The narrator is likeable and resilient, and an appeal of 

the story is her attempt to establish her own identity. 

Jim – Six Suspects by Vikas Swarup 

The murder of a corrupt politician’s son points to six potential killers. This novel is marked by constant 

shifts in narration; it paints a picture of Indian street life; written for a Western audience. 

 

Tatjana - Baking Cakes in Kigali by Gaile Parkin 

Family relocates from Tanzania to Rwanda, where Angel Tungaraza bakes cakes and listens to her 
customers' stories. The book has an uplifting tone; it's character rich, with a strong setting and tone. It 
might be a possible suggestion for fans of the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series, with the caveat that 
things that are hinted at in McCall's books are more graphically encountered in Parkin's book. 

Jessica - Waiting by Ha Jin 
 
A young doctor marries a traditional Chinese woman. He leaves, falls in love with another woman and 
wants a divorce, but it does not come to pass. This story was character rich, and should be 
recommended to readers who want to learn about China during that period in history. 

Jan - Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

This story about an alpha male father and his uneasy relationship with his sensitive, timid son is set 
against the backdrop of the fall of the monarchy and the rise of the Taliban. The characters are 
understandable even when they are not likeable, and the story is beautifully told. 

Christine - Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

From Ghana to Alabama, this story leads into the familiar territory of a downtrodden African American, 
with themes of imprisonment and poverty, and the legacy of slavery and how it shaped a country and 
culture.  

Leane - Here Comes the Sun by Nicole Dennis-Benn 

Set in Jamaica, this novel is about a mother and her two daughters, and female empowerment, how 
they support each other (or don't, in the case of the mother and one daughter who loves another 
woman, which is verboten in their culture) with the hope of rising out of poverty. The dialect takes 
getting used to, but once that happens, it's an easy reader and the relationships compel the story. 
 
Submitted by Michelle Deschene—Peabody Institute, Danvers 

  


