
SUGGESTED GLBTQQ BOOK LIST (Complied by Beth Radcliffe, Lucius Beebe Memorial Library, Wakefield MA) 
 
Bannon, Ann.  Beebo Brinker series- lesbian pulp fiction, but better written than regular pulp 
 
Bechdel, Alison. Dykes to Watch Out For--path-breaking humorous slice of life of lesbian feminists in 
1970’s in comics form 
 
Berube, Alan. Coming out Under Fire: The history of Gay men and women in WWII 
 
Brown, Rita Mae. Rubyfruit Jungle. Still considered seminal by some. 
 
Crisp, Quentin. The Naked Civil Servant.  Published at the height of the sexual revolution, Crisp's memoir 
flaunting his homosexuality nonetheless raised plenty of eyebrows, even though he had been completely 
open about it for more than 30 years. Though quite humorous, the book is still sensitive to the feelings of 
anyone looking for acceptance for any reason. 
 
Eskridge, Kelly. Solitaire. Science Fiction. Convicted of a crime she did not commit, former Hope child 
Jackal serves a terrible solitary prison sentence and is eventually abandoned in a strange country where 
other people like herself help her learn the truth about her imprisonment. 

Feinberg, Leslie. Stone Butch Blues. First sustained work of fiction to deal with a transvestite woman 
passing as a man. Jess is no weekend butch. She's a blue-collar work. 

Gearhart, Sally Miller. The Wanderground: Stories of the Hill Women. Science Fiction. Utopia.  Women 
became more and more controlled, and anyone who protested either disappeared or had a sudden change 
of heart. Women left the cities for the wilderness, but sometimes they were hunted, captured, raped, or 
killed the male city rulers.   

Highsmith, Patricia.  The Price of Salt (1961) Realistic love story, not HEA, NY, 1950’s. 
 
Kushner, Tony.  Angels in America. 
 
Lorde, Audre.  Zami: A New Spelling of my Name. Combines autobiography and fiction, activist, writer, and 
librarian Lorde describes her life as a daughter of immigrants and as a lesbian in 1950s Harlem.  GLBTQ 
classic.   
 
Maupin, Armistead. Tales of the City. 
 
Mootoo, Shani. Cereus Blooms at Night. Gender-bending story is a transgenerational tragedy of 
abandonment, sexual persecution, love, and escape, told in prose so sensual you can smell the cereus, 
lime, and cardamom. 
 
Park, Jacquelyn Holt. Stone Gone Mad. Faced with the scorn of her family after being discovered in the 
arms of a female classmate, sixteen-year-old Emily embarks on an emotional and painful sexual odyssey 
as she struggles to come to terms with her sexuality. A 1991 review said  ”mirror the odyssey of today's 
lesbian.” 
 



Rich, Adrienne. On Lies, Secrets, and Silence. NONFICTION. At issue are the politics of language; the 
uses of scholarship; and the topics of racism, history, and motherhood among others called forth by Rich as 
"part of the effort to define a female consciousness which is political, aesthetic, and erotic, and which 
refuses to be included or contained in the culture of passivity." 
 
Rule, Jane.  Groundbreaking love stories, like Desert Heart. 
 
Selvadurai, Shyam. Funny Boy. A boy growing up in an upper middle class family in Sri Lanka struggles 
with his own gay identity while the world around him disintegrates as a result of growing racial tension and 
civil unrest. 
 
Shilts, Randy.  And the Band Played On. 
 
Walker, Alice. The Color Purple.   
 
Waters, Sara.  Fingersmith. 
 
Winterson, Jeanette. Oranges are not the only Fruit. Protagonist is raised by an oppressively evangelical 
mother whose beliefs conflict with daughter’s lesbianism. 
 
Woolf, Virginia.  Orlando. 
 
ANTHOLOGIES 
 
Nice Jewish Girls: A Lesbian Anthology. Paley, Grace and Laura Shaine Cunningham, eds.  
Essays, poems, recorded conversations, stories, and prose are gathered to provide a consciousness-
raising feeling of what it means to be Jewish and lesbian. 
 
This Bridge called my Back. Moraga, Cherrie and Gloria Anzaldua, eds. Testimony to women of color 
feminism as it emerged in the last quarter of the twentieth century. Through personal essays, criticism, 
interviews, testimonials, poetry, and visual art, the collection explores, as coeditor Cherríe Moraga writes, 
“the complex confluence of identities—race, class, gender, and sexuality—systemic to women of color 
oppression and liberation.”- not strictly lesbian. 
 
POETRY 
Parker, Pat.  Movement in Black. 
Rushin, Kate. The Black Backups. 
 
 
 


