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The Good Soldiers by David Finkel 
Major Appeal Factors 

1. Reader Intent: Informative, educational, empathetic experience 
2. Character: Colonel Ralph Kauzlarich as main protagonist 
3. Storyline: linear plot arc following 8 months of Finkel’s embedded reporting of the 2-16 (Second 

Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment of the Fourth Infantry Brigade Combat Team, First Infantry 
Division), 15 months deployed 

4. Tone: suspenseful, fearful, anxious, frustrated with the absurdity of war, gallows humor 
Minor Appeal Factors (for certain patrons, these will be higher on the list) 

1. Frame/Setting – Rustamiya, Iraq 
2. Violence & Graphic Imagery/Language: death, gore, disgusting images, swearing 

 
Jerusha 
Flags of our fathers: heroes of Iwo Jima (May 2001) 
Author: Bradley, James, 1954 
Comments: not just about the staging of the photo that inspired so many, also 
covered the Pacific theatre and how the soldiers felt their actions were justified 
because they were fighting the enemy who attacked American soil 
Novelist Description: Provides the true story of the actions that led to the raising of 
the flag at Iwo Jima by American Marines in February 1945. 
Genre: Biography; Collective biographies; History books; Narrative nonfiction for 
kids and teens 

 
Louise 
One bullet away: the making of a Marine officer (Oct 2005) 
Author: Fick, Nathaniel 
Additional Comments: well written, good narrator who “drank the kool aid” and 
supported the war, described soldiers’ activities, comparison to All Who Go Do Not 
Return by Shulem Deen (highly recommended) since both books deal with 
regimented groups with masculine emphasis who act according to a deep faith  
Novelist Description: An ex-Marine captain shares his story of fighting in a recon 
battalion in both Afghanistan and Iraq, beginning with his training at Quantico and 
following his progress in the deadliest conflicts since the Vietnam War. 

Genre: Adult books for young adults; Autobiographies and memoirs; History Writing; Life stories 
Tone: Reflective 
Writing Style: Candid; Richly detailed 
 

Eileen 
A rumor of war: with a twentieth anniversary postscript by the author (Jan 1977) 
Author: Caputo, Philip, 1941- 
Comments: takes place in the Vietnam War, racks soldier joining military, arriving 
overseas, creating issues, moving around, focuses on the absurdity of actions in 
war, this book started protests in America, very graphic, very realistic 
Novelist Description: A personal memoir of the war in Vietnam, in which the author 
first served as a Marine and which he later covered as a reporter. 
Genre: Adult books for young adults; Autobiographies and memoirs; History 
writing; Life stories 
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Jessica and Beth 
War (May 2010) 
Author: Junger, Sebastian 
Comments: Embedded journalist in toughest area of Afghanistan, disjointed 
narrative follows one soldier moving up the ranks, focuses on the intense boredom 
and intense firefights, describes mentality of soldiers, accessible language and 
engaging, graphic language, author as a (macho) character in the story, explores 
the appeal of war 
Novelist Description: Offers an on-the-ground account of a single platoon during its 
fifteen-month tour of duty in the most dangerous outpost in Afghanistan's Korengal 

Valley. 
Genre: Adult books for young adults; History writing 
Storyline: Plot-driven  
Pace: Fast-paced 
Tone: Suspenseful; Violent 
Writing Style: Compelling; Journalistic 
 

Becky 
Soldier girls: the battles of three women at home and at war (Aug 2014) 
Author: Thorpe, Helen, 1965- 
Comments: Follows 12 women in the National Guard for 12 years, covers their 
political backgrounds, their deployment to Afghanistan, return trips home, and their 
second deployment to Iraq, appeal factors: characters - well done, naturally 
presented, not as graphic (language/violence/etc) as other books in this set 
Novelist Description: Describes the experiences of three women soldiers deployed to 
Afghanistan and Iraq to reveal how their military service has affected their 
friendship, personal lives and families, detailing the realities of their work on bases 

and in war zones and how their choices and losses shaped their perspectives. 
Genre: History Writing; Society and culture 
Tone: Moving 
 

Christine 
Street god: the explosive true story of a former drug boss on the run from the 
hood--and the courageous mission that drove him back (Aug 2015) 
Author: Salaberrios, Dimas 
Comments: A drug dealer from the Bronx, gang war events described, main 
character goes to jail, faith brings him back from illegal behavior, struggles, 
eventually becomes a preacher, not profane/saccharine, gritty and tense 
Genre: Autobiographies and memoirs; Life stories; Spirituality and Religion 
Tone: Hopeful; Spiritual 
Writing Style: Compelling; Persuasive 
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Diane 
Rule number two: lessons I learned in a combat hospital (Oct 2007) 
Author:Kraft, Heidi Squier 
Comments: Title as reference to MASH - Rule #1 – young men die, Rule #2 - Doctors 
cannot prevent Rule #1, stories about other combat caregivers, vignettes, not well 
integrated, "war memoir lite" - engaging and accessible, some bad language, somber 
but not dark, for someone who wants an easier entrance into war, recommends A 
Gift of Valor The gift of valor: a war story by Michael Phillips as superior book   
Description: Clinical psychologist in the US Navy, Kraft's job was to uncover the 

wounds that a surgeon would never see. She put away thoughts of her children back home, acclimated 
to the sound of incoming rockets, and learned how to listen to the most traumatic stories a war zone 
has to offer.  
Genre: Autobiographies and memoirs; Life stories 
 

Jim 
One soldier's war (Jan 2007) 
Author: Babchenko, Arkadii 
Comments: drafted soldier faces a sense of futility and continual hunger, no sense of 
movement/linear plot, strong sense of being there (vs historical overview), emphasis 
on absurdity of war - for example deserting is ok, just don't take the gun, warning 
about mistreatment of animals, recommended for those who liked All Quiet on the 
Western Front and those who have read about all of the other wars 
Description: A young Russian soldier offers a harrowing chronicle of his experiences 
in the Chechen wars that captures the fear, chaos, hardship, drudgery, and brutality 

of modern warfare, documenting his personal odyssey from naïve, teenage conscript to battle-hardened 
soldier. 
Genre: History writing; History Writing 
 
Michelle 
The Hunter Killers: The Extraordinary Story of the First Wild Weasels, the Band of Maverick Aviators 
Who Flew the Most Dangerous Missions of the Vietnam War 
See posted review 
 
Leane 
The Red Circle 
See posted review 


